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1. What is considered in a plan’s vulnerability 
assessment?

2. What flood hazards and minimum assets are 
included?

3. How does this align with existing local efforts
on these topics?

This session will provide an opportunity to explore and discuss:



What must be considered in a Plan’s 
Vulnerability Assessment?

SUBREGIONAL 
SHORELINE 

ADAPTATION 
PLANS

Element A: Planning Process

Element B: Existing Conditions

Element C: Vulnerability Assessment

Element D: Adaptation Pathways

Element E: Land Use and Policy Plan

Element F: Implementation and Funding Plan

Element G: Project List

Coastal Flood Hazards and 
Sea Level Rise Scenarios

Minimum Categories and 
Assets

Equity Assessment

Adaptation Strategy 
Standards

Plan Guidelines

DRAFT

Minimum Standards



Minimum 
Standards

Coastal Flood Hazards and 
Sea Level Rise Scenarios

Required coastal flood hazards:

● Tidal inundation
● 100-year storm
● Shallow Groundwater

Recommended coastal flood 
hazards:
● Compound Bay/fluvial 

flooding
● Nearshore wave height
● And more

Sea level rise projections come from the Ocean 
Protection Council Updates SLR Guidance (2024)



Minimum Categories and 
Assets

Minimum 
Standards



What is “Vulnerability” process laid out in 
the Vulnerability Assessment?

Vulnerability = Exposure + Sensitivity + Adaptive Capacity + Consequence

Guideline C1 requires all Minimum 
Categories and Assets have an 
exposure analysis for all required 
Coastal Flood Hazards

Guideline C2 requires jurisdictions to 
identify priority assets, including:
● Locally important
● Regionally important 
● Exposed in 1ft SLR scenario 

Subset of assets undergo a more 
detailed VA including sensitivity, 
adaptive capacity, and 
consequence that become 
priority areas for adaptation

Element C: Vulnerability Assessment



Element C: Vulnerability 
Assessment Guidelines

C1. Describe the exposure of people, assets, and services to coastal flood 
hazards across minimum sea level rise scenarios.

C2. Conduct a vulnerability assessment for high priority areas and 
summarize vulnerability to current and future hazards.

C3. Identify and describe reaches that cover the entirety of the planning 
area, based on existing conditions, exposure, and vulnerability.

C4. Identify priority action areas based on vulnerability.



How does this 
approach to VA 
reflect what you 
currently do?

● Please share local examples of what 
you have already done – struggled with 
or succeed with – in terms of 
Vulnerability Assessments for SLR

● Please let us know if you have questions 
or something is unclear in our guidelines 
and standards

● Please let us know how we can clarify or 
improve this language or process for 
local planners
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